
Fade in. 

TEXT OVER BLACK

“⾦継ぎ�Kintsugi reminds us that there is great beauty in 
broken things because scars tell a story. 

EXT. HIROSHIMA AUGUST 6, 1945 - DAY

A flash of bright white light.

SILENCE.

A huge fireball fills the screen.

BOOM.

Children’s VOICES escalate.

INT. SCHOOL BUS - DAY 1991

Excitement fills the air inside a big yellow school bus. 

CECILY, a petite 10-year old girl with long dark hair and 
bronze skin sits alone on the first seat of the school bus, 
hugging a book, perfectly wrapped in old Japanese newsprint, 
a faded rainbow backpack sits by her side. She stares at the 
world outside her window. 

Farms. Cows. Budding trees. Flowers. 

Loud and rambunctious ELEMENTARY SCHOOL KIDS bounce around in 
their seats, laughing and talking about their plans for the 
summer. 

The BUS DRIVER stops in front of a house. 

THREE BROTHERS - maybe just a year apart - jump up from their 
seats at the back of the bus and parade down the aisle -
oldest to youngest. As they go down the aisle, the oldest boy 
joyfully yells to each and every row. 

BROTHER 1
Have a great summer!

The younger brothers repeat after him. 

BROTHER 2
Have a great summer!
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BROTHER 3
Have a great summer!

When they get to the front of the bus, the bus driver opens 
the door. They each high five the bus driver.

BROTHERS
Have a great summer, Mrs. B!

The brothers zoom off the bus, throw their backpacks into the 
yard, and jump onto each other like a bunch of crazy monkeys. 
They land in a pile and roll around the grass in fits of 
laughter. 

The kids on the bus watch the silly brothers out their 
windows and laugh along with them. 

Except for Cecily, that is. As the bus pulls back onto the 
road, Cecily, still hugging her gift, leans her sleepy head 
against the window. 

She rubs a worn wristband made of red yarn on her wrist. 

Despite the noisy bus, Cecily’s eyes grow heavy and close, 
her head drops. Cecily falls into a deep sleep.

INT. SASAKI KITCHEN - HIROSHIMA AUGUST 6, 1945 - DAY

Cecily is in the kitchen of a wooden house at a low wooden 
breakfast table with a family - A MOTHER, A FATHER, A 
BROTHER, A GRANDMOTHER - a bowl of rice porridge and a cup of 
hot tea in front of her. She hears people YELLING in the 
street. 

Cecily runs to the window. 

The NEIGHBORS are outside staring at the sky. 

She watches the most magical twinkling lights fall from the 
sky. She sees a flash of bright white light - brighter than 
one thousand suns. 

Huge wind and intense heat blow into the house. 

Cecily opens her mouth to scream and nothing comes out. 

A loud EXPLOSION jolts her body awake. Her gift falls to the 
floor of the bus.

INT. SCHOOL BUS - DAY

Cecily wakes up out of breath. 
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The bus pulls over to the side of the road to let an 
ambulance with SIRENS and flashing lights pass. 

Sweat drips down Cecily’s forehead. As she wipes the sweat 
off her face with her shirt, she turns and peeks at the kids 
behind her. No one saw. Cecily sighs to herself. 

The bus driver peeks at Cecily through her rear-view mirror 
and pulls back out into the road.

The bus turns onto a dirt road that seems to go on forever 
without a single sign of life, except for one lonely 
dilapidated old farmhouse at the top of the hill. The bus 
slows in front of the farmhouse. 

A red ambulance with flashing lights waits in the driveway.

The kids clamber over one another trying to see what is 
happening. As the bus comes to a stop, the kids stare out the 
window in complete silence. 

Cecily sees the ambulance and her face turns pale. 

The bus driver opens the door and turns to Cecily. 

Cecily sits frozen and panicked. 

BUS DRIVER
Shall I have someone walk you out?

The kids turn their gazes to Cecily. 

Tears well up in Cecily’s eyes and she shakes her head no. 
Cecily stands up. 

The bus driver looks at the gift that fell to the ground.

Cecily, aware that all of the kids are watching her, hugs her 
backpack, picks up her gift, and slowly descends the steps of 
the bus.

Two EMTs emerge from the house carrying a stretcher. 

Cecily freezes. 

Cecily’s father KEVIN, 36 and boyishly handsome, follows the 
EMT’s closely. He looks up at Cecily. 

Cecily looks at the stretcher and sees her mother HELEN, 35 - 
her eyes are open, but her stare empty. 

Cecily breaks into a sweat. Her chest tightens, her heart 
races. 
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Panic. Fear. Dread. 

She takes a few deep breaths while staring at her feet. 

Finally, Cecily drums up the courage and slowly steps 
forward. She takes two steps and a wave of nausea and 
dizziness overtake her body. 

The world turns black. 

Cecily, hugging the gift, falls to the ground.

INT. SASAKI KITCHEN - HIROSHIMA AUGUST 6, 1945 - DAY

A huge gust of wind sweeps through the house and everything 
goes flying. 

DEAFENING SHATTERING NOISES force Cecily to cover her ears. 

The wind lifts her little body off the ground. Confusion 
surrounds Cecily. 

EXT. SASAKI HOUSE - CONTINUOUS

She CRASHES onto something hard. 

She looks around and she is in the middle of a yard 
surrounded and covered by debris. 

She pulls herself out of the debris and sits on a wooden 
tangerine crate that is perched in the yard on top of ripped-
up tatami mats, pieces of bicycles, and other broken articles 
from the house. 

Shocked and unable to speak, she stares at the world around 
her. 

A massive cloud rises in the sky. 

Every house in every direction is completely flattened. 

Ceramic tiles on the roof of one flattened house boil and 
melt. 

The sky rains debris from broken houses. 

Cecily cries for her mother, but nothing comes out.
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INT. BLINKSTOP LIVING ROOM - DAY

Cecily shakes and sobs. A gentle hand places a cold cloth on 
her forehead and wakes her up. 

LINDA, 40, an older version of Helen, pulls Cecily into her 
arms and wipes her head with a cloth. 

Cecily immediately stops crying. 

CECILY
Tía Linda?

Linda kisses Cecily on the cheek. 

LINDA
Oh, Cecilia. You gave us quite the 
scare.

Linda feels Cecily’s head with the back of her hand. 

MAYA, Cecily’s 15-year old sister, perched on a worn out 
leather chair across the room, stares at Cecily from behind a 
book. 

Embarrassed, Cecily climbs out of Linda’s lap and onto the 
other side of the old brown plaid couch, where her backpack 
and wrapped gift wait for her.

BARNEY, Cecily’s 5-year old brother, climbs out from under 
the beat up wood coffee table, dragging a dirty old blue 
blanket behind him. 

Barney clumsily climbs onto the couch next to Cecily and 
snuggles up to her, his chubby cheeks and mop of curly hair 
squish into Cecily's side. 

Barney rubs his blanket next to his nose with one hand and 
pats Cecily’s back with his other warm, smushy hand. 

Cecily relaxes into Barney. 

Cecily suddenly panics and looks around the room. 

CECILY
Where’s Mami?

Maya hides behind her book. 

Linda scoots closer to Cecily and holds her face gently in 
her perfectly manicured hands. 
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LINDA
Your Mami is at the hospital. She’s 
gonna be okay.

CECILY
And Daddy? Where’s Daddy?

Linda talks gently. 

LINDA
Your Papi will be home soon. He 
will explain everything to you.

Linda kisses Cecily’s forehead. 

LINDA (CONT’D)
Everything will be okay, mi angél.

Barney crawls onto Cecily’s lap and smothers her with sloppy, 
wet kisses in between rubbing and smelling his blanket. 
Barney puts his blanket up to Cecily’s nose. Disgusted - 
Cecily pushes it away. 

CECILY
Stinky Nunu. 

Barney giggles and snuggles in tighter. 

Cecily smiles and twirls Barney’s floppy curls in her 
fingers.

INT. BLINKSTOP KITCHEN - LATER

Brown Cabinets with old white- and gold-flecked formica 
countertops line the wall of the outdated Blinkstop kitchen. 

Shadows cover the beige linoleum floor.

The air is heavy and silence fills the room. 

Kevin, lost in his thoughts, stirs sauce on the stove. 

Cecily and Barney sit side-by-side at the table watching him, 
waiting for some kind of explanation. Barney rubs and smells 
his blanket. 

Maya sets the table without looking at anyone.

The pot of boiling water overflows and Kevin quickly removes 
the lid and drops it into the sink, burning his fingers. He 
tries to shake the burn off his hand and runs it under cold 
water. 
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Kevin leans into the counter and breathes...he too looks like 
he is about to boil over.

There is a SOFT TAP on the front door. A welcomed 
distraction.

Cecily jumps up and runs out of the kitchen. 

CECILY
I’ll get it!

INT. BLINKSTOP FOYER - DAY

Cecily opens the front door to reveal her teacher, MR. 
NOMURA, a Japanese man dressed in a 1950’s style khakis and 
white shirt. There is a timeless calm and glowing light that 
surround Mr. Nomura.

CECILY
Mr. Nomura-San?

Mr. Nomura smiles and gently bows. 

MR. NOMURA
Konichiwa.

Mr. Nomura squats down in front of Cecily. 

MR. NOMURA (CONT’D)
The bus driver told me what 
happened. Are you okay?

Cecily turns red. Filled with shame and fighting back her 
sadness, she nods yes. 

Mr. Nomura puts his hand on Cecily’s head. 

A gentle light surrounds Cecily. Her shame goes away.

Mr. Nomura stands and reaches into his pocket. He pulls out a 
folded piece of paper and holds it out to Cecily. 

MR. NOMURA (CONT’D)
Your bus driver asked me to give 
this to your dad. She said he 
should call if he needs anything.

Cecily takes the paper. 

CECILY
I’ll give it to him.
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Mr. Nomura bows gently and turns to leave. 

Cecily watches Mr. Nomura walk down the walkway. 

The paper falls from her hand. 

Cecily bends down to pick it up and, when she looks out at 
the walkway again, Mr. Nomura is gone. 

Cecily hangs her head and carefully closes the door.

INT. BLINKSTOP KITCHEN - DAY

Cecily returns to the kitchen. 

Kevin scoops spaghetti onto plates. 

KEVIN
Who was that?

Cecily sits on the little wood stool by the stove. 

CECILY
Mr. Nomura-San.

Kevin looks out the window, but doesn’t see anyone. 

KEVIN
Who?

CECILY
Mr. Nomura-San. The substitute. For 
Mrs. Brown.

Kevin clearly has no idea what she is talking about. 

CECILY (CONT’D)
Mrs. Brown had a baby. Remember?

Kevin does not remember. 

Cecily opens her hand and holds out the paper. 

CECILY (CONT’D)
He told me to give this to you.

She hands the folded paper to Kevin. 

Kevin opens the paper and reads it. 

CECILY (CONT’D)
From Mrs. B - my bus driver. She 
saw the ambulance.
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Embarrassed and glad for the first time to be on summer 
break, Cecily sits back at the table and puts her head down. 

CECILY (CONT’D)
Mrs. B. said to call if you need 
anything.

Kevin refolds the paper and sticks it in a drawer.

Cecily exchanges glances with Barney. 

CECILY (CONT’D)
Daddy? 

Kevin looks up. 

CECILY (CONT’D)
Tía Linda said you would explain 
everything when you got home. 

Maya peeks up from the book she is now hiding behind. 

Kevin turns and faces the stove, trying to figure out what to 
say. 

The kids watch and wait. 

Kevin finally turns around and looks at his children. 

KEVIN
Okay. Well...you know how Mami’s 
been so sad?

Cecily starts to tear up.

CECILY
Because of Amelia? 

Maya shifts in her chair. 

KEVIN
Yes. 

Kevin takes a deep breath. 

KEVIN (CONT’D)
Well, she...she, um, she tried to 
hurt herself. 

Cecily looks at Maya. 

Maya freezes. 

Cecily rubs the red band on her wrist. 
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CECILY
What do you mean? 

Kevin runs his hand through his hair and rubs his face, 
trying to shake off his own emotions. 

KEVIN
Sometimes when people get really 
sad, like Mami, they may not feel 
like they want to be alive anymore. 

Maya turns red and slams her book on the table before 
storming out of the kitchen. 

Cecily’s eyes well up - her heart stings in her chest. She 
thinks about Amelia - so full of life. 

Gone. Forever. Lifeless. 

Cecily feels like she cannot breathe.

Barney rubs his blanket with one hand and, under the table, 
takes Cecily’s other hand in his.

INT. BARNEY'S ROOM - NIGHT

Hand-stenciled primary-colored trains lovingly cover the 
walls of Barney’s little bedroom; a reminder of happier 
times. 

Cecily, dressed in an orange-flowered cotton nightgown, 
snuggles in a little wooden bed next to Barney, reading 
“Goodnight Moon” to him as he doses in and out. 

Cecily closes the little book and climbs out of bed. She 
pulls the hand-made bright yellow quilt over Barney and 
softly kisses his cheek. 

CECILY
I love you, Gordito. 

Barney half opens his eyes and sleepily smiles. 

Cecily places her face close to Barney and whispers. 

CECILY (CONT’D)
Can you tell me you love me too? 
When Mami comes home, I know it 
will make her happy to hear your 
voice again.

Barney kisses Cecily’s nose and closes his eyes.
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