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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 
World Premiere of The Compatriots, a Massachusetts Independent Film,  

at Woods Hole Film Festival! 
 

WAYLAND, MA, July 2024: Wayland-based writer and director, Spencer Cohen’s first feature 

film, The Compatriots, will have its world premiere at the Woods Hole Film Festival at 8:30 p.m. 

on Friday, August 2nd, 2024. This film takes us on a journey with Javi, an undocumented 

immigrant facing imminent deportation, who unexpectedly reunites with his long-lost best friend, 

Hunter, a vivacious bachelor seeking deeper connections. Together, they embark on a heartfelt 

journey to prevent Javi’s expulsion from the only country he has ever called home. 

 

The Compatriots is a charming buddy dramedy that gives audiences a peek into the personal 

struggles faced by undocumented immigrants, while also highlighting themes around friendship 

and LGBTQ+ journeys. The goal of the film is to give the audiences a peek into Javi’s struggles 

as a young man who immigrated to the US as a child and has to face the possibility of being 

deported from the only country he has ever known to a country he does not remember. The 

story concept was inspired by Spencer Cohen’s best friend Alberto Sayan, a Dreamer from 

Peru, who Spencer met during middle school in Natick, MA. “I want the audience to connect 

with Javi as their friend; I want the audience to fall in love with Javi. And I hope that after 

watching The Compatriots, when they hear stories about Dreamers, they will fight for policies to 

protect and provide permanent status for the 3.6 million Javis in this country.” - Spencer Cohen, 

Writer & Director. Sayan also served as a producer and story consultant on the film.  

 

The film features many locations from Brighton to Worcester, MA including the MB Lounge 

(Worcester), Framingham State University (Framingham), Babson College (Wellesley), Glasser 

Coffee (Brighton), and Dudley Chateau (Wayland). Leading the cast is Javi, played by Rafael 

Silva (Malden, MA), and best friend Hunter, played by Denis Shepherd (Los Angeles, CA), 
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alongside many New-England natives including Dakota Lustick(CA/NH), Caroline Portu 

(CA/NH), Jaison Hunter (RI), and Brandon Grimes (NY/MA). Most of the supporting cast and 

background actors also live in the New England region. 

 

For more information about The Compatriots, visit the film’s website at thecompatriotsfilm.com 

and watch the trailer: vimeo.com/911261933. For more information about Woods Hole Film 

Festival, visit woodsholefilmfestival.org. 

 

https://vimeo.com/911261933

